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Rising Solar Output Could Hit Producers' Margins: 

Reuters, by Matt Daily and Nichola Groom, September 25 2008 

Solar companies' success in ramping up new production lines and factories could leave the fast-growing renewable energy market awash in solar panels next year, driving down prices and profit margins in the nascent industry. Estimates on global production of solar panels for 2009 vary widely, from a low of about 8 gigawatts to more than 20 gigawatts -- far higher than the 5 gigawatt output expected for 2008. The cost of solar energy has fallen sharply in recent years as technology has improved and production has increased. Most companies and analysts are expecting price declines of about 5 percent to 10 percent next year. But the energy systems are expected to remain dependent on government subsidies for the next three to five years to make them competitive against traditional forms of power generation. http://www.guardian.co.uk/business/feedarticle/7827049 

Study Says Global Carbon Emissions Rising Rapidly: 

Reuters, September 26, 2008 

The Global Carbon Project said in its report carbon dioxide emissions from mankind are growing about four times faster since 2000 than during the 1990s. China is indeed now the top emitter. The United States was the second largest emitter. India would soon overtake Russia to become the world's third largest CO2 emitter. CO2 concentrations could hit 450 ppm by 2030 instead of 2040 as currently predicted. They are just above 380 ppm at present. Atmospheric CO2 concentration rose to 383 parts per million in 2007, or 37 percent above the level at the start of the industrial revolution, and is the highest level during the past 650,000 years. http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/50370/story.htm
Monthly Energy Review (9/24/08)
 EIA's primary report of recent energy statistics:  total energy production, consumption, and trade; energy prices; overviews of petroleum, natural gas, coal, electricity, nuclear energy, renewable energy, and international petroleum; and data unit conversions. "In preliminary statistics, total energy imported into the United States fell by 5 percent in the first half of 2008 compared with the first half of 2007 and total energy exported from the United States expanded by 42 percent, for a drop in total energy net imports of 13 percent. http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/mer/wni.html
Western New York Green Business   Aug 2008
From Buffalo Business   Covanta Energy, Horizon LFG,  ENrG, RiverWright LLC, U.S. Energy Partners, Lake Effect Energy,  http://mgt.buffalo.edu/sites/magazine/features/green.html
Featured Energy Videos   Free for Download



West Coast Green 2008: Day One - Part 1    September 25th, 2008
San Jose Convention Center, San Jose, CA.


 HYPERLINK "http://www.westcoastgreen.com/ee/index.php/press-room/video/west_coast_green_2008_day_one_part_2" 
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      September 25th, 2008
                San Jose Convention Center, San Jose, CA.


 HYPERLINK "http://www.westcoastgreen.com/ee/index.php/press-room/video/sgblocks_harbinger_house_tlg_the_build" 
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SG Blocks, Harbinger House, designed by the Lawrence Group - The Build       September 24th, 2008
San Jose Convention Center, San Jose, CA.


 HYPERLINK "http://www.westcoastgreen.com/ee/index.php/press-room/video/kron_charles_cliffords_green_scene" 
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           KRON: Charles Clifford’s Green Scene
      September 25th, 2008
                San Jose Convention Center, San Jose, CA.


 HYPERLINK "http://www.westcoastgreen.com/ee/index.php/press-room/video/west_coast_green_2007_overview_video" 
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West Coast Green 2007
Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, San Francisco, CA.
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Highlights of Al Gore’s Challenge to Repower America     Al Gore 
Vice PresidentThis video aired July 17th, 2008, via Washington, DC.
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Chris Jordan: Picturing excessChris Jordan 
    Photographer & Designer  This video aired June 23, 2008,
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Brown Rallies Mayors to Lead Climate Fight  Jerry Brown 
Attorney General, State of California                                                                             This video aired September 06, 2007, via YouTube.
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William G. Reed, AIA, LEED, On Sustainabilty   Bill Reed AIA, LEED
President, Integrative Design CollaborativeThis video aired January 29, 2008, via YouTube.

Electric Car's March into the Mainstream Gathers Pace -    GM Debuts Plug-In Hybrid Volt …
BusinessGreen, by James Murray, September 17, 2008 

The emergence of hybrid and electric cars as a mainstream alternative to conventional vehicles moved a step closer yesterday, as General Motors (GM) debuted its long anticipated plug in hybrid, the Chevy Volt. The small four seater plug-in hybrid is designed to run for about 40 miles on a lithium-ion battery before switching over to a conventional internal combustion engine. The first models should reach showrooms by November 2010, with the company aiming to deliver 10,000 cars in the first year. Meanwhile, US electric car start up Tesla Motors yesterday detailed plans for a new $250m manufacturing facility designed to produce its next generation four door Model S electric sedan. http://www.businessgreen.com/business-green/news/2226294/electric-car-march-mainstream 

U.S. Senators Harkin, Lugar Introduce Measure to Increase Number of Flex-Fuel Vehicles: 

U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, September 12, 2008 

Senators Tom Harkin (D-IA) and Richard Lugar (R-IN) today introduced a bill to expand the number of flex-fuel (FFV) vehicles, those that are specially designed to run on gasoline or any blend of up to 85% ethanol (E85). The Dual Fuel Automobile Act of 2008 calls for 50 percent of all light-duty vehicles manufactured for sale in the United States to be dual fuel automobiles by 2011.  It increases that to 90 percent of all light-duty vehicles manufactured for U.S. sales by 2013 http://agriculture.senate.gov 

Google and GE Allies in Quest for Clean Energy: 

AFP, September 18, 2008 

Internet titan Google and technology colossus General Electric said Wednesday they are joining forces to promote a "smart" US electric power grid and clean energy. The companies said they will work together on green energy technologies and lobby US political leaders to support "visionary policies" on renewable energy. http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5j31FGWHW_TXJL6xBoOumhxBOor-Q 

California Air Board Says There's Dollars in Green: 

Reuters, September 19, 2008 

California's landmark legislation to cut carbon dioxide emissions to 1990 levels by 2020 will help the state's economy in the long run, according to a report issued Wednesday by the state agency charged with implementing the cuts. A macroeconomic analysis of a California Air Resources Board (CARB) proposed plan to implement the emission cuts estimates that in 2020 the state's productivity will be increased US$27 billion over what would be realized if the state doesn't cut its polluting ways. Also, California going green will mean 100,000 more jobs in 12 years than today and an increase in per capita income by US$200 a year. http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/50292/story.htm 

Two Million U.S. Jobs Seen in Clean Energy: 

TMCnet, September 11, 2008   The Center for American Progress and the University of Massachusetts' Political Economy Research Institute propose that a total of $100 billion for the entire country could be raised with proceeds from auctions of carbon permits under a global warming cap-and-trade program. According to their report, "Green Recovery -- A Program to Create Good Jobs and Start Building a Low-Carbon Economy," clean energy investments would create four times as many jobs as spending the same amount of money in the oil industry. The report proposes that the $100 billion of initial investments would fund the following: $50 billion for tax credits for private businesses and homeowners for building retrofits and new investments; $46 billion in direct government spending to support public building retrofits and expand mass transit; and $4 billion for federal loan guarantees. http://www.tmcnet.com/usubmit/-2m-us-jobs-seen-clean-energy-/2008/09/11/3645293.htm
Affordable Electric Cars are Many Years Away: 

Reuters, September 19, 2008 

General Motors Corp's plug-in Chevy Volt and other electric vehicles have generated widespread consumer fervor for cleaner, less fuel-dependent cars. But at roughly US$10,000 each, the light, long-lasting lithium-ion batteries key to powering electric cars will make those vehicles prohibitively expensive until production levels are ramped up to the hundreds of thousands. GM's plug-in Chevrolet Volt, slated to hit showrooms in late 2010, is expected to be able to go 40 miles on a single charge before dipping into its gas tank. But GM will only produce 10,000 Volts in its first year of production, eventually increasing that to about 60,000. GM has not said how much the Volt will cost, but plug-ins are expected to carry a premium of around US$10,000, compared with a premium on hybrid electric cars of between US$3,000 and US$5,000. http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/50289/story.htm 

The Nation's Fuel Economy Is on the Rise: 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, September 19, 2008 

For the fourth consecutive year, EPA is reporting an increase in the average fuel efficiency for cars and light duty trucks, to a projected 20.8 miles per gallon (mpg) for 2008. This year’s projection is a 0.2 mpg up tick over last year’s value. EPA’s annual report, “Light-Duty Automotive Technology and Fuel Economy Trends: 1975 through 2008,” which provides data on the fuel economy and technology characteristics of new light-duty vehicles including cars, minivans, sport utility vehicles, and pickup trucks, confirms that average fuel economy has improved each year beginning in 2005, and is now the highest since 1993. Most of the increase since 2004 is due to higher fuel economy for light trucks, following a long-term trend of slightly declining overall fuel economy that peaked in 1987. These vehicles also have a slightly lower market share, peaking at 52 percent in 2004 with projections at 48 percent in 2008. http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/d0cf6618525a9efb85257359003fb69d/ac07f6f0d473903b852574c9005432dc!OpenDocument
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(Stainless) Body by Fisher 

weigh half as muchYou may remember the "Body by Fisher" tag on GM cars. Now Fisher Coachworks is back making hybrid buses with stainless steel frames, which it claims  and get twice the fuel economy of conventional buses. "Our vehicle concepts are based on the strength and durability of Nitronic stainless steel, using low-cost manufacturing techniques," says CEO Gregory Fisher, grandson of an original company founder.   This article requires a sign in process:   http://www.globalspec.com/email/sendNewsletterToFriend?Pub=25&issue=Vol2Issue9_Vol2Issue9_Engineering.html
Cummins ISX Selected as Fuel Efficient Choice for Wegmans WEBWIRE – Tuesday, September 23, 2008    COLUMBUS, Ind. – Cummins Inc. announced today that it has been selected as the engine of choice for Wegmans Food Markets, Inc. The order of 101 Cummins ISX-powered trucks signifies the importance of industry-leading fuel economy for Wegmans. …  “Cummins is delighted to have been selected as the engine of choice by Wegmans.” said Jeff Jones, Cummins Vice President of Sales and Market Communications. “We are confident that our ISX engines will provide Wegmans with the industry-leading fuel economy our customers have come to expect, while contributing to a cleaner environment. http://www.webwire.com/ViewPressRel.asp?aId=75648
Bill to reduce emissions through public transportation

Sept. 29 -- Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., has introduced legislation aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions by making public transportation more easily accessible.  The Clean Low-Emissions Affordable New Transportation Equity Act, also known as CLEAN TEA, would direct cities with more than 200,000 residents and state departments of transportation to review their transportation plans and determine how they could reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Cities and states could decide to improve city and intercity bus services or rail lines, improve sidewalks or other efforts. The bill would then provide federal funding to assist with costs. The bill would be contingent upon enactment of climate legislation already introduced that would generate funds from the auction of carbon credits to businesses.  http://www.wastenews.com/email.html?id=1222700821
New Route to Hydrocarbon Biofuels by Prachi Patel-Predd
September 22, 2008 A simple catalytic process converts plant sugars into gasoline, diesel, and jet fuel. http://www.technologyreview.com/Energy/21395/?nlid=1356
Scanning for Ideas: Fuel Cell Powers Motorcycle 

The Crosscage, a concept motorcycle powered by a hydrogen fuel cell, was one of the big crowd pleasers at last year’s Tokyo Auto Show.   Edited by Stephen J. Mraz   And it could be coming to a bike shop near you, if bike-maker Suzuki and Intelligent Energy (intelligent-energy.com), a British fuel-cell company, continue to pursue commercialization. (And even if a network of hydrogen filling stations isn’t quickly developed, Intelligent Energy is developing a hydrogen generator for home use that could fill the gap.)  http://www.fasterandfaster.net/2008/03/suzuki-crosscage-first-production-fuel.html
Virginia Can Reduce Electricity Needs by 20 Percent Through Energy Efficiency: American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy, September 19, 2008  By investing in energy-efficient technologies, the Commonwealth of Virginia can reduce its electricity needs by one-fifth; deliver cleaner, less-expensive power to Virginia consumers; create thousands of new jobs; and better position the state to more cost effectively meet its future energy requirements, according to a new report "Energizing Virginia: Efficiency First." It concludes that the Commonwealth can meet close to 20 percent of its electricity needs by 2025 through energy efficiency, a strategy that also would cut Virginians’ utilities bills by $15 billion by 2025 and create nearly 10,000 new jobs – the equivalent of bringing almost 100 new manufacturing facilities to the state. And by reducing electricity use, Virginia can play its part in reducing global warming and contributing to a more sustainable environment. http://www.aceee.org/press/e085pr.htm
Top of Form

Portland, Ore., ranked first in site´s sustainability listing
Sept. 22 -- Portland, Ore., again ranks first in sustainability in a listing of the country´s largest 50 cities, according to sustainlane.com, a Web site dedicated to sustainable living.  San Francisco and Seattle round out the top three cities, just as they did last year, in the listing. And Chicago is again No. 4. New York jumps a notch to No. 5 as Oakland drops from No. 5 to No. 9 in this year´s list.   The SustainLane U.S. City Rankings are based on 16 economic, environmental and green/clean technology categories. Areas considered include air, water, parks, public transportation, green building, farmers markets, renewable energy and alternative fuels. Go to www.sustainlane.com for more info.

Thomas Friedman's Argument For 'Geo-Greenism'  National Public Radio Authors    LISTEN To the interview   33 minutes                   Thomas Friedman is a foreign affairs columnist for The New York Times.   Fresh Air from WHYY, September 8, 2008 · Thomas Friedman is a man bent on revolution. In his new book, Hot, Flat, and Crowded, the three-time Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist writes about the need for a green revolution — and calls upon Americans to lead the charge.   Friedman argues that the U.S. can help revive itself at home and abroad by finding solutions to global warming.        Listen Now http://www.npr.org/templates/player/mediaPlayer.html?action=1&t=1&islist=false&id=94385403&m=94385473
Commercial Buildings Initiative Funded by DOE      By 2030, new commercial construction in the United States will be zero-Energy. This can be achieved by implementing aggressive energy efficiency measures to reduce demand by 80% and meeting the remaining energy requirements through renewable resources.  http://www.zeroenergycbi.org/                                         CBI Summary Fact Sheet [228 KB]   http://www.zeroenergycbi.org/pdf/cbi-fact-sheet.pdf
Blocking the Sky to Save the Earth 

By THOMAS HOMER-DIXON and DAVID KEITH  New York Times Published: September 19, 2008  TO the relief of climate scientists around the world, it appears that the polar ice cap hasn’t shrunk as much this summer as it did last summer. The ice cap usually reaches its smallest extent around now, and although the total area of ice in September fluctuates from year to year, in the last two decades it has generally declined, probably because of carbon-driven global warming. Last year, the ice cap shrank at a record-breaking pace; at its minimum it was almost 39 percent smaller than the average from 1979 to 2000. This year it’s down about 33 percent.  http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/20/opinion/20homerdixon.html?th&emc=th
ZipCars

	[image: image1.png]Provide self-service access to cars,
by the hour or the day — right on campus!







Universities:

Reduced demand for on-campus parking – each Zipcar takes 15 privately-owned vehicles off the road.

Turnkey program that includes everything from the vehicles and reservation system to insurance coverage and billing.

Community goodwill – fewer cars means less competition for on-street parking and reduced traffic congestion.
http://www.zipcar.com/how/video
High-Efficiency Generators for Hybrid Vehicles by Kevin Bullis  Technology Review   Tuesday, September 30, 2008   Free-piston engines could be used to generate electricity as efficiently as, and less expensively than, fuel cells. 
http://www.technologyreview.com/Energy/21442/?nlid=1374 
  October 22, 2008
2:00 pm–3:30 pm Eastern                                                               Climate Realities, Challenges, and Progress in Higher Education


Loyola Brews Up a New Model for Sustainability Courses  Justin Schott  September 30, 2008                  On the shores of Lake Michigan, just north of downtown Chicago, something special is happening at Loyola University. As they enter the third semester of the Solutions to Environmental Problems course (STEP), a team of faculty and students is discovering that interdisciplinary, project-based courses about sustainability can be life-changing. http://www.nwf.org/campusEcology/climateedu/sustainability.cfm
Congress Must Extend Tax Credits for Renewable and Efficient Sources:  

The Hill, by Rep. Roscoe G. Bartlett (R-MD) and Michael Shank, September 9, 2008  
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During this year’s most sweltering energy crisis, this Congress approved no new energy legislation. More than the important greening of House buildings is needed. Of greatest and urgent concern are the renewable energy and energy efficiency tax credits set to expire in December if Congress fails to approve their extension. Almost every House incumbent currently campaigning in a contested race is among more than 130 cosponsors of H.R. 6709 introduced by Reps. John Peterson (R-PA) and Neil Abercrombie (D-HI). The bill includes a five-year extension of renewable energy tax credits, the ripest of low-hanging fruit. http://thehill.com/op-eds/congress-must-extend-tax-credits-for-renewable-
and-efficient-sources-2008-09-09.html 
They Say They Want A Revolution
10/1/2008   By Rama Ramaswami  Campus Technollgy
As sustainability efforts gather steam on campuses nationwide, educators find eco-friendly dorms an effective way to educate students about environmental issues.
EVEN IF YOU DON'T believe-- and it's getting increasingly difficult not to-- that the "green revolution" on college campuses is akin to the great movements for social change that rocked universities in the 1960s and '70s, there's no denying that it has taken root in such a way that no campus administrator can afford to ignore it. And unlike the flower children of yesteryear, today's students are pragmatists: http://www.campustechnology.com/articles/68099/  may require a free registration  
Please send an e-mail to  zaczek@prodigy.net  if you would like to receive copes of this newsletter we send it as an attachment to a simple e-mail so it does not fill up your inbox.   
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