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Monday, November 14

1.
5-Year Status Report on the EPA Region 2 College/University Compliance Initiative

Presentation Summary:

This presentation will provide an overview of EPA Region 2's College & University Compliance Initiative and review the findings and accomplishments achieved over the past five years, including a review of the compliance and enforcement findings, common violations, results of the voluntary audit program, and preliminary findings from the recent survey conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of the program.

Speaker Bio:

John Gorman, Chief, Compliance Assistance Section, US EPA Region 2

John Gorman has been employed at EPA Region 2 since 1985. He worked in RCRA permit and enforcement programs until 1996.  Since then, he has served as the Chief of the Compliance Assistance Section where his responsibilities include: compliance assistance, compliance incentives, environmental auditing, Federal Facility program management, pollution prevention, small business assistance, and Environmental Management Systems.  For the last several years, John's Section has led the Region's College & University and Healthcare Compliance Initiatives—an integrated approach using compliance assistance incentives, compliance monitoring, and enforcement to encourage facilities to improve compliance with environmental laws and adopt best management practices, implement environmental management systems, and develop green building and green procurement strategies.

2.
EPA’s Performance Track:  An Opportunity for Leadership

Presentation Summary:

Launched in 2000 by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Office of Policy, Economics and Innovation, this voluntary program rewards and recognizes public and private facilities that demonstrate a commitment to continuous environmental improvement and go beyond compliance with environmental regulations.  As top environmental performers, members must demonstrate ongoing environmental improvement, have working environmental management systems (EMS) and commit to public outreach and reporting.

Speaker Bios:

Charles Kent, Director, Office of Business and Community Innovation, US EPA Headquarters, Policy Office, Washington, D.C.

Charles (Chuck) Kent is the Director of the Office of Business and Community Innovation in the Office of Policy, Economics, and Innovation at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  This office is responsible for the National Environmental Performance Track Program, the Sector Strategies Program, the Small Business Division, and the Smart Growth Program.  Chuck also chairs an Agency-wide Policy Council on Environmental Management Systems.  Mr. Kent has a Masters Degree in Science, Technology and Public Policy from the School of Public and International Affairs at The George Washington University, and a B.A. in Government from the University of California at Santa Cruz, where he helped establish the Environmental Studies Program in 1969.
Judy-Ann Mitchell, Performance Track Regional Coordinator, US EPA Region 2

Judy-Ann Mitchell is the Performance Track Regional Coordinator at EPA Region 2, including New York, New Jersey, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  Judy-Ann has been with the EPA 11 years.  Prior to working on the Performance Track program, she was the Lead Region Coordinator for Water Programs and worked on the Mobile Sources Team of the Air Programs Branch.  Judy-Ann has a BE degree from SUNY Maritime College and an MS degree from Polytechnic University.

3.
Surviving the Tsunami

Presentation Summary:

When the tsunami unexpectedly hit Thailand nearly 11 months ago there were only 36 Americans in the country.  12 of them were injured in the tsunami, including our speakers Chris Xaver and Scott Weatherby.  During this presentation you’ll hear about their personal experiences, including how they lost and found each other in the flood.   Husband and wife spent three days in a Phuket ER before the Thai Military flew them to Bangkok for additional treatment.  Chris ended up spending two weeks in the hospital before flying back to the states.   The pair have a DVD they will share with a graphic presentation of how a tsunami works, which explains why survivors have no warning danger is impending.  Xaver and Weatherby will also talk about the amazing disaster preparedness they witnessed at the hospital just hours after the wave hit.  And the continued preparedness they witnessed being transported to Bangkok in the height of what could have been pandemonium.  

Speaker Bios:

Chris Xaver, Program Chair, Communications and Media Arts Program, Tompkins Cortland Community College

Chris Xaver has a M.A. in Political Science from the Maxwell School of Citizenship at Syracuse University and a B.S. in Broadcast Journalism from the S.I. Newhouse School of Communications also at Syracuse University.  Chris has been a broadcast reporter in radio and television for 20 years.  She’s been teaching at TC3 for the past six years and is currently working on her PhD in Higher Education Leadership at Capella University.

Scott Weatherby, Electrician, Tompkins Cortland Community College

Scott Weatherby is an electrician by trade, and has been working at TC3 for 25 years in that capacity.  Scott has an A.S degree in Travel and Tourism from TC3.  He also has A.A.S. in Business Administration.  A B.S. in Business Management from Ithaca College rounds out his education.  Scott is a lifelong learner with more than 160 credits taken at TC3.  Scott is also a certified Scuba Diver, which is why the married couple was in Phuket Thailand December 26th, when the tsunami hit.  

Tuesday, November 15

4.
Biosafety in Biodefense-Focused Research Labs

Presentation Summary:

With the enhanced interest in select agent research and increased funding in biodefense, the regulations and guidelines covering lab biosafety have become ever more important.  The need for experienced, capable, and dedicated Biosafety Officers, Responsible Officials, and Institutional Biosafety Committees has exploded.  Inter-facility and inter-agency communication and support is critical to establishing a comprehensive and sustainable biosafety culture at any institution.  The NYS Department of Health has many years of experience in select agent testing and research.  Active research programs occurring in containment facilities (i.e., biosafety level 3, BSL3) include Mycobacterium TB, West Nile Virus, HIV-1, Bacillus anthracis, and Dengue virus.  In addition, the Wadsworth Center NYSDOH is the state diagnostic reference laboratory and as such, receives unknown specimens for testing daily, many of which require BSL3 containment.  As New York State has taken a proactive approach to regulating laboratories that perform diagnostic testing on clinical and environmental samples from NYS, well-established biosafety and quality control guidelines have been established for this work.  These guidelines encompass acceptable sample types, level of containment, biosafety best practices, proficiency testing, chain of custody (for environmental samples and select agent tracking), and reporting.  For example, as part of the permitting process for select agent testing from environmental samples, laboratories receive biosafety information on the specific pathogens they will be testing for, detailed safety checklist for both facilities and workflow, and educational observation of lab techniques for improvement and enhancement of their lab programs.  These critical aspects of priority pathogen research must be addressed in order to have a safe and secure work environment.  While registration of research labs with the State DOH is not required, close communication and regular interactions will enhance worker safety and lessen the likelihood and potential effects of lab acquired infection, such as happened in Boston last year.

Speaker Bio:

Nick M. Cirino, Ph.D., Director of the Biodefense Laboratory, New York State Department of Health, Wadsworth Center

Dr. Cirino received his B.A. from Earlham College in Richmond, IN in 1987 and his Ph.D. from CWRU in Cleveland, OH in 1995.   Dr. Cirino did his first post-doctoral training at The Cleveland Clinic Foundation in Cleveland OH on the development of novel antiviral compounds targeted to Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) and did a subsequent post-doc at Los Alamos National Laboratory with Paul Jackson working on novel therapeutics and detection platforms for Bacillus anthracis.  From 1999 to 2002, Dr. Cirino was a Principal Research Scientist and Team Leader at Battelle Memorial Institute in Columbus, OH.  He was Principal Investigator on several contracts for the Department of Defense and also worked on Biotechnology evaluation and therapeutics development teams.  Dr. Cirino joined the Wadsworth Center in June 2002.  In this role, Dr. Cirino has been working closely with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to enhance New York State’s capacity and capabilities as a Laboratory Response Network (LRN) level C Reference lab.  In addition, the Wadsworth Center is a Research Center of Excellence in Biodefense and Emerging Diseases and has also been chosen as one of only 23 sites across the country that can analyze high-risk smallpox specimens.  Besides these service functions, Dr. Cirino is involved with training and mentoring undergraduate and graduate level students through the SUNY Albany School of Public Health where he holds an Assistant Professor position in the Department of Biomedical Sciences.  His current research programs focus on nucleic acid diagnostics, antibody-based diagnostics, and subunit vaccine development. 

5.
Asbestos Control Program and the New Code Rule 56

Presentation Summary:

The New York State Department of Labor is responsible for regulating asbestos abatement work within the State.  Recent proposed revisions to Code Rule 56 (Asbestos) and revised Department asbestos operational procedures have been designed to enhance safety, provide clearer guidance, more timely information to customers and improve operations.   

Speaker Bio:

Anthony Germano, Director, Division of Safety and Health, New York State Department of Labor

Mr. Germano began employment with the New York State Department of Labor (DOL) in September 2000 as the Assistant Director for the Division of Safety and Health and was named as the Director in February 2004.  He has responsibility for managing 11 separate public and private sector safety and health programs that service New York’s employees, employers and workplaces.  Mr. Germano is the former Director of the New York State Emergency Management Office (SEMO), with over 18 years of experience in the public safety field.  

6.
Extension Disaster Education Network (EDEN)

Presentation Summary:

This presentation will begin with a history of the Extension Disaster Education Network (EDEN) which was created as a result of the flooding in Midwestern states in 1991 as a means to share disaster preparedness and recovery information between states’ Extension staff.  An overview of NY EDEN activities will be provided and suggestions of how our state educational institutions and Cornell Cooperative Extension County Associations can work together to reduce the impact of disasters and emergencies on campuses and their surrounding communities.

Speaker Bio:
Ellen Abend, NY EDEN Coordinator, Cornell University

Ellen Abend has been an injury prevention specialist with the Cornell Agricultural Health & Safety Program since 1992.  Prior to becoming Coordinator of NY EDEN, her responsibilities included assisting farm owners’ safety efforts through consultations, risk assessments, seminars; conducting injury/fatality investigations; and developing safety education resource materials. Ellen is a RN with a BS in Health Education and a MS degree in Education from SUNY Cortland.

7.
New York State’s New “Mercury Law”

Presentation Summary:

An overview of the "Mercury-Added Consumer's Product Law", Chapter 145 Laws of New York for 2004, with the law's interaction to the existing Universal Waste Rule (UWR) and the newly promulgated Mercury Containing Equipment (MCE) provisions of the federal UWR, and how New York State will act to allow MCE's to be managed as Universal Waste in New York.

Speaker Bio:

John Miccoli, Environmental Specialist, Division of Solid and Hazardous Materials, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

John Miccoli has been with the Department of Environmental Conservation since 1982.  In that time, he has been a member of the Division of Fish and Wildlife's Field Toxicant Research Unit and Environmental Disturbance Investigation Unit.  Since 1989, Mr. Miccoli has been an Environmental Specialist with the Division of Solid and Hazardous Materials, Bureau of Hazardous Waste Regulation, focusing on hazardous waste regulatory issues.  He is one of the Department's contacts for the Universal Waste Rule, the Land Disposal Restrictions, and the Mercury-Added Consumer Products Law.

8.
New Stormwater Regulations as they Affect Institutions and Construction Activities

Presentation Summary:

The new Phase II stormwater regulations promulgated by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), impact municipalities, construction sites and school projects.  Learn what the new rules are and how they'll affect your upcoming construction projects and stormwater system maintenance.

Speaker Bio:

Jo-Anne Faulkner, Water Quality Specialist, Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District

Jo-Anne Faulkner is a 1995 graduate from SUNY Brockport’s Geology program.  She has been employed by the Oneida County Soil and Water Conservation District for 10 years as their Water Quality Specialist.  Jo-Anne has served as the Agricultural Resource Specialist for the Oneida Lake Watershed.  She is also a Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control and works with the Department of Environmental Conservation to complete construction inspections on sites throughout Oneida and Herkimer Counties.  

9.
SEHSA Open Forum

Presentation Summary:

Select EHS issues in the academic environment will be discussed in an open forum format, engaging explanation, experiences, opinions, other comments, etc…  

Speaker Bio:

Tom Rathbone, Associate Vice President for Facilities and Safety, SUNY Oneonta

Wednesday, November 16

10.
Panel Discussion on the EPA & DEC Audit Agreements

Presentation Summary:

The panel will discuss a number of topics relative to the SUNY/CUNY experiences with the USEPA and NYSDEC audit agreements, in addition to recent developments in the college/university sector across Region 2 and nationally.

Speaker Bios:

Howard N. Apsan, Ph.D., University Director of Environmental Health & Safety, CUNY 
Howard Apsan serves as the University Director of Environmental Health and Safety, and is responsible for environmental health and safety (EH&S) management and compliance throughout CUNY.  Before joining CUNY, Howard worked in the environmental field for almost twenty years. He advised industrial, commercial, and public sector clients on a range of environmental, health and safety issues, with a primary focus on management, compliance, risk minimization and transactional support.  He has worked throughout the United States and has extensive international experience.  In addition to his management and consulting activities, he has been a member of the faculty at Columbia University's School of International and Public Affairs since 1986.  He has also served on the United States Technical Advisory Group (US TAG) for ISO 14000, the American Society of Testing and Materials (ASTM) Environmental Committee (E-50), and chaired the New York Chamber of Commerce Environment and Energy Committee.  He is a member of the Editorial Board of Environmental Quality Management, and writes and lectures regularly.  Howard received his Ph.D. in Political Science from Columbia University in 1985, and received his M.A. and B.A. in Urban Administration & Information Science from Brooklyn College in 1979.  He also holds several EH&S licenses, certifications and accreditations.
Barbara A. Boyle, CIH, CSP, EPA Project Coordinator, SUNY System Administration, Office of the University Counsel

Barbara discovered the interesting field of EH&S while working very briefly at Cornell’s Environmental Health Office, she then went on to work for a manufacturing facility in central New York.  She became Environmental Health Officer at SUNY Cortland, and then the University Environmental Program Coordinator at the State University Construction Fund.  Barbara is currently employed as the EPA Project Coordinator in the Office of the University Counsel, SUNY System Administration.  In this capacity, she serves as liaison between the campuses and the EPA and DEC, under the terms of the SUNY self-disclosure agreements with those two regulators, preparing the disclosure reports and related documents, and responding to informational requests.  Barbara is a Certified Industrial Hygienist and a Certified Safety Professional.
Stuart Spiegel, Vice President, O'Brien & Gere

Stu Spiegel has more than 32 years of professional experience in the areas of environmental audits, environmental compliance and permitting strategies, environmental management planning, and compliance assistance. He has a B.S. in Biology and an M.S. in Sanitary Science from Syracuse University, where he has taught as adjunct. As Vice President of an operating division and Director of O'Brien & Gere's College/University Program Group, he has worked with numerous colleges and universities, and regulatory agencies, as well as industrial and municipal clients. He has directed large, multi-facility environmental, health and safety audits for academia, industry, and public sector clients across the country, and provided environmental compliance assistance to clients since the late 1970s. He has publications in peer reviewed journals and presentations to a wide range of technical and trade organizations.

Adam H. Steinman, Esq., Senior Vice President of Regulatory Compliance, Woodard & Curran

Adam Steinman Esq. is Senior Vice President of Regulatory Compliance with expertise in advising universities and colleges on environmental, health, and safety compliance issues, and developing and implementing Environmental Management Systems.  Adam has made a number of presentations on a wide variety of compliance issues (e.g., EPA enforcement, audits) at college and university conferences.  Since 1998, Woodard & Curran has conducted more than 190 audits at colleges and universities in New York and throughout the Northeast.  

11.
A Case Study on Achieving Environmental Compliance

Presentation Summary:

In this session, our speaker will share information on the program and efforts that were implemented to prepare for the EPA Audit and to sustain the compliance that was achieved.  The presentation will highlight steps taken to gain top management support, increase awareness and involvement of departments, and to promote environmental stewardship.  Our speaker will

provide an overview of the EMS process and electronic system that was developed to track regulatory compliance issues.

Speaker Bio:

Gary Kaczmarczyk is the Director of Environmental Health and Safety at Stony Brook University.  He has over 30 years of safety experience working in research and academic institutions, nuclear construction and the aerospace industry.  Gary is also Co-Emergency Management Coordinator and is responsible for the development and implementation of Stony Brook's Emergency Management program.  Gary has a MS degree in Technological Systems Management from Stony Brook, and a BS degree in Occupational Safety & Health from the University of New Haven, CT.  Gary is currently the President of the American Society of Safety Engineers, L.I. Chapter.

Thursday, November 17

12.
Select Topics in Art/Theater Health & Safety

Presentation Summary:

Session 1—Art Issues:

Artistic answers to art hazards on the campus will be presented including:  How EPA made us alter a brand new building at Smith College; designing EPA-compliant darkrooms; being wary of photo consultants bearing simple ventilation systems (with pictures); RISD's printmaking waste treatment plant and their model EPA program; first hand info on silicosis and/or mesothelioma cases in potters and a famous university professor.

Session 2—Theater Issues:

Dramatic problems and solutions for theater and film hazards are presented including: closing major film locations for safety hazards--first death threats and car bombs, then success; progress report on IATSE program to enforce OSHA regulations itself; warning about theater consultants when planning new campus facilities; safety lessons for colleges from how it's done on Broadway and in Las Vegas; and special ventilation for theatrical fog and pyro special effects.

Speaker Bio:

Monona Rossol, M.S., M.F.A., Industrial Hygienist—Arts, Crafts & Theater Safety, Inc., and Safety Officer, United Scenic Artist’s, Local 829, International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE)

Monona Rossol is a chemist, artist, and industrial hygienist.  Born into a theatrical family, she worked as a professional entertainer from age 3 to 17 and later in Off and Off/Off Broadway and cabaret.  She holds a BS in Chemistry, and MS and MFA degrees in art.  She has worked as an industrial hygienist in the art/theater field since 1977.  Currently Monona is President/founder of Arts, Crafts & Theater Safety (ACTS) and is the Safety Officer for the United Scenic Artists, Local USA829, IATSE.  She consults in the US. Canada, Australia, England, and has written seven books, one of which won an Outstanding Academic Book Award from the Association of College and Research Libraries.

