SEHSA General Business Meeting
 Minutes
Lake Placid, NY
October 21, 2008
11:00 – 12:00 a.m.

Introduction of Board members present:  Jill Kavoukian, Eric Foertch, Vinnie Franconere, Dave Miller, Suna Stone-McMasters, Will Fahey, Dave Turkow, Aldo Orlando, Jerry Gordon, Brian Hansen, John Pavelock, Ted Murray, Sam Sanguedolce, Patty Watt

The minutes of the 2007 General Business meeting were approved.

President’s Report and Board appointments:  As per the Bylaws, since there were no nominations to Officer positions by the membership, the Executive Board made the following appointments as Officers for 2009:  Patty Watt - Secretary, John Pavelock - Treasurer, Suna Stone-McMasters – President-Elect, Jill Kavoukian – President.  Shailendra Chainani will fill the position of CUNY representative to the Board, to replace Aldo Orlando whose term expires at the end of 2008.

Jill encouraged the membership to get involved in conference planning or other SEHSA activities and suggested that people speak directly to a Board member to find out more.

Treasurer’s Report:  Eric Foertch reported SEHSA’s current assets are approximately $43,000.  We will have about $20,000 in expenses for the Fall Conference.  Thanks to the efforts of Dave Hubney, the vendor income for the conference was approximately $17,000.  There is $10,000 in SEHSA funds set aside in reserve held in bank CDs, in case there is a need to cover the costs of legal or financial professionals in proceeding with the SEHSA tax exempt filing.  The cost is well worth the benefits we expect to gain from future avoidance of taxes.  

Membership is currently at 306 individuals and 110 organizations.  The new membership fee structure of $20 per person was explained to the membership and Eric asked if members had any concerns about this.  No concerns were voiced.  In 2008, $6,120 has been collected in membership dues.  Due to the cost of postage and the additional time for processing, Eric strongly encourages all members to renew their membership on line using the new Pay Pal system that has been recently established.  This results in significant savings for the organization.
Financial Audit Report:  Vinnie Franconere and Ted Murray conducted an audit of the SEHSA financial books and found everything in good order, with standard methods of accounting in use.  The accounts are in  good shape for the transition to the new Treasurer in 2009.  


Committee reports – Professional Development Awards Program:  Will Fahey explained the PDAP program and criteria and referred members to the website or to Board members for additional information.  The committee has recently approved two programs and starting in 2009, the awards will be increased to up to $1,000 from the current level of $500.   

In planning the 2009 conferences, Will discussed the desire of the Board to offer the membership more professional development opportunities so they can meet mandatory professional training.  The members were encourage to submit their suggestions for training topics that should be offered at future conferences.
 

Unfinished Business - IRS tax exempt filing status:  This is in process; Board members and the attorney are meeting to complete the application. 
New Business

OFPC-SEHSA code re-certification class:  Ann Podolak is leading an effort to develop and offer a 24 hour class specific to college and university code officers.  The first offering will be June 1 – 4, 2009 at SUNY Fredonia.  Sponsors and funding are currently being sought so that the cost to participants will be kept as low as possible.

Emergency Managers Association:  Dave Hubney reported on the formation of a new association for EMS professionals in SUNY.  The small group that came together determined that a separate organization was needed in order to focus attention on emergency management as a distinct function within the SUNY system and to stress the importance of hiring EMS professionals at each of the SUNY campuses.  The new association is planning a one day seminar in Syracuse in late May or early June.  As a member of both organizations, Dave will serve as a liaison with SEHSA.

2009 Spring Conference:  Initial plans are to hold a one day or one and half day conference in the central part of the State, most likely the Corning area.  Members are encouraged to send program/topic recommendations to the conference committee (Will Fahey, Jerry Gordon, Dave Turkow).

2009 Fall Conference:  This conference will be held at the Gideon Putnam in Saratoga Springs on November 7 – 12, 2009.  A conference committee will be formed to develop the program.  

Membership green initiatives:  To reduce paperwork and adopt more sustainable practices, members are encouraged to use the new on line methods for dues payment and conference registration.  An incentive will be offered for the 2009 dues renewal to encourage these practices.


General Announcements (open to all):  No announcements
Meeting Adjourned
